Epithelial-to-mesenchymal transition, cell polarity and stemness-associated features in malignant pleural mesothelioma.
Epithelial-to-mesenchymal transition (EMT) is the fundamental process by which an epithelial cell loses its epithelial characteristics including cell polarity and acquires mesenchymal and stemness-related features. Therefore, we investigated whether malignant pleural mesothelioma (MPMs) histologies were associated with specific patterns of expression of a selected set of genes related to EMT, cell polarity and stemness features. The association between MPM histologies and genes expression were explored using active and passive Principal Components Analysis-based biplots and PAM analysis that provided evidence that with respect to normal tissues, MPMs histologies were better characterized by specific patterns of expression of genes involved in EMT activation, cell polarity and stemness.